
Connecting Low-Income Families to Good Jobs
Chapter 1, Demographic Indicators

Variable # Variable name Definition MD Number MD Percent US Percent Rank Source

1 Poor Families Engaged in Work 
Below 100% of federal poverty 
thresholds 26,472            40.6              47.8 n/a

Population Reference Bureau 
analysis of 2001 American 
Community Survey data.

2 Working Families in Poverty 
Below 100% of federal poverty 
thresholds 26,472            4.0 7.5 5

Population Reference Bureau 
analysis of 2001 American 
Community Survey data.

3 Working Poor Families with a Minority Parent At least one minority parent 18,116            6.2 12.6 3

Population Reference Bureau 
analysis of 2001 American 
Community Survey data.

4 Working Families Below 200% of Poverty
Below 200% of federal poverty 
threshold 117,974          17.4 27.6 4

Population Reference Bureau 
analysis of 2001 American 
Community Survey data.

5
Working Poor Families Spending over 1/3 
Income on Housing

Below 100% of poverty federal 
thresholds 18,958            73.7 75.3 24

Population Reference Bureau 
analysis of 2001 American 
Community Survey data.

6
Working Poor Families with a Parent with less 
than a HS Degree or GED

Below 100% of federal poverty 
thresholds 10,034            37.9 43.7 26

Population Reference Bureau 
analysis of 2001 American 
Community Survey data.

7
Working Poor Families with a Parent with 
Some Post-Secondary Education

This includes any education 
beyond high school 7,953              30.0 32.2 n/a

Population Reference Bureau 
analysis of 2001 American 
Community Survey data.

8

Share of Income of Top 20% of Working 
Families Compared to Bottom 20% of Working 
Families Income includes all earned income 7.8 (ratio) 8.4 (ratio) 33

Population Reference Bureau 
analysis of 2001 American 
Community Survey data.

9
Share of Middle 20% of Working Families 
Compared to Bottom 20% of Working Families Income includes all earned income 3.1 (ratio) 2.9 (ratio) 48

Population Reference Bureau 
analysis of 2001 American 
Community Survey data.

10
Working Poor Families with at Least One Self-
Employed Parent 1,702              6.4 12.5 n/a

Population Reference Bureau 
analysis of 2001 American 
Community Survey data.

11
Working Poor Families with at Least One 
Parent aged 25-54 20,578            77.7 84.1 9

Population Reference Bureau 
analysis of 2001 American 
Community Survey data.

12
Working Poor Families with at Least One 
Parent without Health Insurance 10,880            43.3 48.1 21

Population Reference Bureau 
analysis of 2000-2002 Current 
Population Survey data (3 year 
average).  


