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Study Attacks Md. Jobless Benefits
Maryland might be a wealthy state, but its unemployment benefits are among the worst in the nation, according to a new study by the Maryland Budget and Tax Policy Institute.

The high income levels in the state warrant a major boost in Maryland's unemployment benefits, the nonpartisan tax policy institute said in the study, partly financed by the Open Society Institute in Baltimore and written by Patrick Lester.

The study said the state's unemployment system is underfinanced, benefits are too low and too many of the state's jobless are unfairly barred from receiving weekly unemployment payments.

Some business leaders and state officials said that the study is flawed and that Maryland offers one of the best unemployment packages in the nation.

The study, "Maryland Unemployment Insurance: Underfunded and Out of Date," said the average weekly payout of $241.57 in Maryland replaces 33.9 percent of the average weekly wage. That ratio ranks Maryland 43rd among the 50 states.

According to the 2000 Census, Maryland's median household income of $52,868 ranked it third, behind New Jersey and Connecticut. 
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